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Jennifer Paton 
The City of Edinburgh Council 
Waverley Court 
4 East Market Street 
Edinburgh, EH8 8BG 
 
 
5 July 2017 
Our ref: A2341417 / CEA146323 
Your ref: 17/02471/FUL 
 
 
Dear Jennifer 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING SCOTLAND ACT 1997 
ERECTION OF OUTDOOR LEISURE COMPLEX WITHIN COUNTRY PARK INCL. 
WATER SPORT + TRAINING FACILITIES INFRASTRUCTURE, ACCESS, 
(PEDESTRIAN + VEHICULAR) LANDSCAPING + ANCILLARY WORKS (FULL 
PLANNING PERMISSION SOUGHT), WITH ANCILLARY CLASS 1 (RETAIL) + 
CLASS 3 (FOOD + DRINK) USES, TOURISM ACCOMMODATION FACILITIES 
(PLANNING PERMISSION IN PRINCIPLE SOUGHT FOR BUILDINGS). AT 
CRAIGPARK QUARRY, 1 CRAIGPARK, RATHO, NEWBRIDGE, EH28 8RJ 
 
Thank you for consulting Scottish Natural Heritage on the above development 
proposal at Craigpark Quarry. 
 
We note the illustrative proposals and the likely range of impacts to existing site 
conditions, including substantial areas of cut and fill to accommodate the proposals. 
However, while acknowledging these likely impacts we broadly welcome the 
approach adopted to site layout and detailed design.  
 
As currently proposed we recognise that the project seeks to work with and enhance 
the natural features of the site, including existing areas of habitat and prominent rock 
features. From SNH’s perspective, if suitably implemented to high standards, and 
maintained thereafter, the project has the potential to improve access to and 
enjoyment of the natural heritage. This relates to the proposals within the application 
area but also in terms of providing positive habitat and public access linkages to the 
wider area. 
 
Delivery of Habitat Protection and Proposed Landscape Works 



 

 

We advise that the accommodation of the built development proposals within a 
naturalistic landscape setting will rely on a detailed and combined approach to the 
retention and protection of existing habitats, along with the successful delivery of the 
proposed landscape works.  
 
We advise that all areas of habitat retention are suitably identified through drawings 
and protected on site from any construction impacts.  We note and welcome the red 
line around the existing woodland listed in the Scottish Semi-Natural Woodland 
Inventory and advise that the proposals for protection and future enhancement of this 
site asset should be secured through further detailed proposals.   
 
We also highlight that there are significant areas of new planting set out in the 
masterplan and associated detailed and softworks drawings and other areas. In 
particular, we note the strengthening of the perimeter woodland planting which could 
deliver wider landscape and habitat benefits.  
 
While there are as yet no detailed planting specifications for such areas we broadly 
welcome the approach to planting layout, as set out in the “softworks” drawing. This 
illustrates the proposals will predominantly utilise native species. We would 
recommend that further detailed plans and specifications, in line with the submitted 
layout proposals, are produced prior to commencement of the project. 
 
Landscape and Habitat Management Plan 
We consider the successful delivery of a natural setting for this development over the 
longer term will to a large extent rely on how the site is maintained and managed. We 
would therefore recommend that a Landscape and Habitat Management Plan is 
secured through any proposed consent to ensure appropriate maintenance of the 
existing habitats and proposed landscaping. We would advise that sufficient financial 
commitment towards the delivery of management proposed should also be 
evidenced and secured. A Landscape and Habitat Management Plan will also 
support the relatively intimate and amphitheatre impression to the Wavegarden and 
help to realise the ‘garden’ aspect of the proposal. 
 
Access rights and responsibilities 
We note and welcome path and access proposals within and connecting to outwith 
the application area.  
 
In recognising the planning history of the site and the existing nearby housing, we 
would be supportive of a clearly defined approach to promoting public access in 
relation to the application area. We would suggest that an access management plan 
could be the most appropriate means for achieving such clarity over the longer term. 



 

 

We do however advise that you consult your Council’s Access Officer to ensure 
appropriate measures related to the access rights and responsibilities for the site.  
 
Protected species 
We note the updates in Section 4.4.5 of the Environmental Statement on the 
protected species recommendations set out in the Technical Report, Wavegarden, 
Edinburgh, Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey (WSP, February, 2017).  We 
recommend that the mitigation measures set out in Table 4-1 are fully considered. 
 
I hope you find this comment useful, and please let me know if any clarification is 
required. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
By email 
 
Neville Makan 
SNH Operations Officer 
Forth 


